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Fall is a great time of year. We don’t get a whole lot of 
drastic season changes in Southern California, but I love 
it when the air gets crisp and cool and the leaves change 
color. There’s something nostalgic about it. 

November means’ Thanksgiving is coming. 
Thanksgiving combines two of my favorite things to do: 
visit family and eat delicious food. I hope all of you get 
to go home for the holiday and eat something delicious, 
whether it’s turkey or tofurkey. 

We have another exciting issue for you guys and gals. 
Adam Pringle got the chance to talk to the red-hot metal 
band Avenged Sevenfold. These guys are from just down 
the street in Huntington Beach, and used to hang out on 
campus here and write songs. They have now sold more 
than a million records, and were excited to share some 
stories with us. 

Dale Johnson gave a ring to Jerry Seinfeld to talk 
about his major motion picture leading role debut in “Bee 
Movie.” Daniela Gutierrez investigated the influence of 
new media on the presidential candidates, and talked to 
some of you students about it. 

Fernando Romero talked to the Latin Grammy award 
nominated Zoé, Brigid McGuire figured out how to travel 
to the Bay Area on a budget, and CSULB alumnus Tony 
Baxter invited me to his Glendale office to explain what 
exactly he does as the senior vice president of creative 
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development for Walt Disney Imagineering. 

Also, by the time you are reading this we will have | 
launched the brand new digmagonline.com. This website 
is something that we have been working on pretty 
adamantly for the last couple months with journalism 
professor Amara Aguilar. It has everything the print 
edition has, plus online-exclusive stories with audio and 
video. I hope you get a chance to check it out. 

I brought on a good friend of mine, Jeanne Hart, to 
help setup and maintain the website. She’s been doing 
a great job so far and we're really stoked to have her as 
part of the staff. 

Happy Thanksgiving to everybody who celebrates it, 
and enjoy the issue! 


‘ Wtthove Wikio 


Matthew Wilkinson 
Editor in Chief 
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Thanksg 


to find out. 


Facts compiled by Jeanne Hart 


1. About 675 million pounds of turkey are eaten each 
Thanksgiving in the United States. That’s about 45 
million turkeys! 

2. Most of the turkeys raised for commercial 
production are White Hollands. 

3. Turkey breeding has caused turkey breasts to 
grow so large that the turkeys fall over. 

4. The five most popular ways to serve leftover turkey 
are as a sandwich, in stew, chili or soup, casseroles 
and burger. 

5. White meat has fewer calories and less fat than 
dark meat. 

6. Contrary to popular belief, it is not eating turkey 
at Thanksgiving that makes you sleepy. Post-feast 
drowsiness may have more to do with everything 
else on your plate, especially carbohydrates. 

7. How long have these guys been around anyway? 
Turkeys lived almost 10 million years ago! 

8. Gobbling turkeys can be heard a mile away on a 
quiet day. 

g. A large group of turkeys is called a flock. 

10. Turkeys are related to pheasants. 

11. Turkey eggs are tan with brown specks and are 
larger than chicken eggs. 

12. Their eggs hatch in only 28 days. 

13. Baby turkeys are called poults, and are tan and 
brown. 

14. A 16-week-old turkey is called a fryer. A five-to- 
seven-month-old turkey is called a young roaster 
and a yearling is a year old. Any turkey 15 months or 
older is called mature. 

15. The male turkey is called a tom; a female is called 
a hen. 

16. Tom turkeys have beards. These are black, hair- 
like feathers on their breast. Hens sometimes have 
beards, too. 

17. Turkeys have many vocalizations: “gobbles,” 


"chucks, “putts, “purrs... yelps,” “cutts,” “cackles” 
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and “kee-kees.” 

18. Male turkeys gobble to announce their presence 
to females and competing males. Hens "yelp" to let 
gobblers know their location. Hens rarely “gobble.” 
19. A domesticated male turkey can reach a weight of 
30 pounds within 18 weeks after hatching. 

20. The heaviest turkey ever raised was 86 pounds! 
21. Their feathers were used by Native Americans to 
stabilize arrows and adorn ceremonial dress, and the 
spurs on the legs of wild tom turkeys were used as 
projectiles on arrowheads. 

22. Turkeys will have 3,500 feathers at maturity. 

23. The Native Americans hunted wild turkey for its 
sweet, juicy meat as early as 1000 A.D. 

24. The wild turkey is native to northern Mexico and 
the eastern United States. 

25. The turkey was domesticated in Mexico and 
brought to Europe in the 16th century. 

26. Turkeys are believed to have been brought to 
Britain in 1526 by Yorkshireman William Strickland. 
He acquired six turkeys from American Indian 
traders and sold them for tuppence in Bristol. 

27. Henry VIII was the first English king to 
enjoy turkey and Edward VII made turkey eating 
fashionable at Christmas. 

28. Ben Franklin proposed the turkey as the official 
United States bird. He believed the Bald Eagle was a 
“bird of bad moral character.” 

29. In England, 200 years ago, turkeys were walked 
to market in herds. They wore booties to protect 
their feet. Turkeys were also walked to market in the 
United States. 

30. Wild turkeys were almost wiped out in the early 
1900s. Today there are wild turkeys in every state 
except Alaska. 

31. Turkeys have a long, red, fleshy area called a 
snood that grows from the forehead over the bill. 
32. The fleshy growth under a turkey’s throat is 


called a wattle. 

33. The caruncle is a red-pink fleshy growth on the 
head and upper neck of the turkey. 

34. Aturkey's brain is about the size of a walnut and it 
is said that it has fewer brain cells than a cockroach. 
35. Turkeys can drown if they look up when it's 
raining. 

36. Turkeys have heart attacks. The United States Air 
Force was doing test runs and breaking the sound 
barrier. Nearby turkeys dropped dead with heart 
attacks. 

37. Wild turkeys can fly for short distances up to 55 
miles per hour and can run 20 per hour. 

38. Commercially raised turkeys cannot fly. 

39. Wild turkeys spend the night in trees. They 
especially like oak trees. 

40. Turkeys don’t really have ears like ours, but they 
have very good hearing. 

41. Turkey’s heads change colors when they become 
excited. 

42. Turkey skins are tanned and used to make cowboy 
boots and belts. 

43. Since 1947, the National Turkey Federation has 
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presented a live turkey and two dressed turkeys to 
the President. The President does not eat the live 
turkey. He “pardons” it and allows it to live out its 
days on a historical farm. 

44. For their first meal on the moon, astronauts Neil 
Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin ate roast turkey in foil 
packets. 

45. Turkeys can see movement almost a hundred 
yards away. 

46. The ballroom dance the “turkey trot” was named 
for the short, jerky steps that turkeys take. 

47. There are a number of places in the United States 
named after the holiday’s traditional main course. 
Turkey, Texas, Turkey Creek, La., and Turkey, N.C.. 
There also are nine townships around the country 
named “Turkey,” three in Kansas. 

48. The costume that Big Bird wears on Sesame 
Street is rumored to be made of turkey feathers. 

49. So when else can we celebrate this bird? June is 
National Turkey Lover’s Month! 
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By Daniela Gutierrez 


The race is on. 

The 2008 presidential election is of 
vital importance for American and global 
politics. Candidates’ campaigns started 
more than 20 months before the actual 
election, far earlier than in past years. 

One ofthemostdesirabledemographics 
has been college-age voters. We are a 
big target. From “rocking the vote,” 
to celebrities encouraging _ political 
involvement, to YouTube debates and 
virtual friendships on social networking 
sites, politicians are out to get us. 

Mass media—especially the Internet— 
is definitely changing the way politicians 
handle their campaigns. They’ve 
realized that young people are addicted 
to the Internet, and they are using new 
strategies to get us interested in politics. 
Since Bush’s popularity is so anemic, and 
Vice President Dick Cheney has decided 
not to run, the election is wide open. 
Everyone wants to run, and anybody 
could win. 

All candidates have a huge online 
presence. They all have an official 
website, and almost all of them have a 
MySpace and a Facebook profile. Some 
have more than one profile, an official 
one created by the campaign and another 
one created by “fans.” Some candidates 
even have YouTube and Flickr accounts. 

Online donations are a big issue for this campaign, 
and links to donate are easily found on any of these 
websites. 

According to journalism professor Judy Frutig, who 
has taught several classes on media and politics, Sen. 
Barack Obama (D-IIl.) is one of the strongest online 
candidates. Not only does he have the most virtual 
“friends” on MySpace and Facebook, but 90% of his 
donations were for less than $100. And many of them 
were made via the Web. 
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#tege-age demographic steadily increasing in voter 
ates are turning to websites like MySpace, Facebook and 
ibe to reach younger voters. Is it working? 
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“College students are sending him 
all their extra $20 [bills] online,” 
Frutig said. 

According to Frutig, the Internet 
is a decisive factor because it works 
differently from traditional methods. 

What separates it from traditional 
media is that it is much more 
interactive. Using the Web, people 
have the option to look for exactly what 
they are interested in. They can easily 
communicate with others and discuss 
their own primary concerns. 

For the past two major elections, 
voter turnout among young people 
increased. In 2004, youth turnout 
jumped nine percentage points, up 
to 4.3 million voters. By 2006, young 
voter turnout hit 10.8 million. 

What about Cal State Long Beach 
students? In a recent DJG informal 
survey of 100 students from different 
majors, 78% of students are registered 
to vote. Furthermore, 68% of those 
not registered are planning to register 
and vote in the upcoming presidential 
election. Still, our students differ 
somewhat from the national trends. 
Most of those surveyed still got the 
majority of their information on 
the candidates from television and 
newspapers. Only 1% said they had 
added any of the candidates on their 
MySpace or Facebook. 

Nevertheless, 61% said that they believe a candidate’s 
online presence has an impact on young voters. 

Forty percent said that they don’t think any of the 
candidates have done a better job targeting young 
voters. Still, Obama got the highest percentage in the 
same question with 33. Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.), on 
the other hand, got 16%. 

The Democrats’ drew the highest scores with online 
media and young voters. The only Republican candidate 
mentioned by the students surveyed was Ron Paul 
(R-Texas) with 5.6%. 


Ss 


But candidates know that it is 
critical to have a strong online 
presence. 

The YouTube video of Clinton 
singing the National Anthem off- 
tune has drawn almost 2 million 
views in recent months. 

There was alsoa big controversy 
when Clinton was featured as Big 
Brother in a parody of the famous 
Apple 1984 Super Bowl ad. The ad 
debuted on YouTube and not on television like previous 
attack ads. That video has more than 4 million hits so 
far. 

For senior philosophy major Adam Swaller, 23, new 
media is important but not essential. 

“I think the Internet is definitely important for people 
that are already interested in politics, and in getting 
more information about the candidates,” he said. 

Moreover, he said that if turnout has been increasing, 
it is not because the Internet is magically getting young 
people to vote. Instead, it’s due to political scandals and 
anti-war emotions, like those expressed in an anti-war 
protest on campus last month. 

Still, itis clear that the Internet does play an important 
role in today’s politics, especially in campaigning. 


- Cynthia Romanowski 
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website and read them there. 


independent movements is 
strongly based on the Web. 
An example is MoveOn.org. 
This website started in the 
late ’90s as an e-mail group, 
and it is now a very influential 
Internet-based political 
group. It has become a strong 
organizer as well a powerful 
fundraising resource for 
Democratic candidates. 

Cynthia Romanowski, a 23-year-old senior journalism 
major, said that she thinks the campaigns should be more 
personalized to really get young people interested. 

“T get e-mail updates from the Democratic Party every 
so often, and I’m more likely to read those than to go to 
their website and read them there,” she said. 

Opinions are diverse, but we are definitely seeing an 
increase in both young voter turnout and Internet usage. 
It could be connected, or it could be that those who 
are interested in politics will get the information they 
want and those who aren’t won’t. But the Internet is 
definitely making it a little bit easier for those who aren’t 
into politics to get information. Still, we won’t know the 
actual impact until the race is over. 

November 2007 | digmagonline.com 


futinggen Beah: s own ¢ 
kicking ass and taking names 


while continuing to transcend, ts.s0 W 
masses. ry 


By Adam Pringle 


Despite the many genres of hard rock out there, what 
is conspicuously absent from the mainstream musical 
landscape in 2007 is straight-up metal — the kind of 
riff-driven aural awesomeness that makes you want to 
furiously bang your head and throw your devil horns in 
the air because you just want to rock. 

It’s the kind of over-the-top music that demands 
album covers featuring skeletons, devils and all sorts of 
supernatural and “immoral” things perfectly designed 
to freak out religious fanatics and overzealous parent 
groups. It’s the sound of glorious decadence. It’s metal, 
baby. 

Fortunately, for those about to rock, Avenged 
Sevenfold is here to salute you. 

The Huntington Beach-based band has scored massive 
success by sticking to the basics of the metal playbook: 
guitar riffs vicious enough to melt your face off “Raiders 
of the Lost Ark’-style, sinister lyrical imagery and 
album artwork straight out of Tipper Gore’s nightmares 
(the band’s “Deathbat” logo is a skull with bat wings 
attached) and the use of stage names such as “Synyster” 
and “The Reverend” that you can only get away with in 
the metal game. At the same time, the guys have updated 
the formula by adding musical touches inspired by punk 
and metalcore, which reflect the quintet’s roots. 

After toiling away for years in Orange County’s 
metalcore scene while earning a large cult following in 
the process, Avenged Sevenfold broke through with its 
2005 major-label debut, “City of Evil,” which spawned 
three hit singles (“Bat Country,” “Beast and the Harlot” 
and “Seize the Day”) and went on to sell over 850,000 
copies. Now, the guys are back to continue the tough- 
as-nails tradition established by the legendary likes of 
Iron Maiden with their new self-titled album, which is 
full of A7X trademarks such as awe-inspiring axe work 
by guitarists Synyster Gates and Zacky Vengeance while 
making room for some new sonic elements. 

Even though Avenged Sevenfold’s new single “Almost 
Easy” has cracked the top 20 on Billboard’s Mainstream 
Rock chart, bassist Johnny Christ seemed very humble 
and down-to-earth when he talked to DIG about the new 
album. 

According to Christ, even though the self-titled LP 
isn’t a complete departure from Avenged Sevenfold’s 
previous works, the band sought to expand its trademark 
sound instead of cashing in and making a sequel to “City 
of Evil.” 

“i. s the same in the fact that we have guitar solos, we 
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have wild time signatures, [Avenged Sevenfold drummer] 
The Rev’s going nuts on drums, we have choirs, we have 
orchestras,” Christ said. “But we definitely did something 
different, especially with bass playing. There’s a lot 
of groovy songs, songs that hearken back to old-time 
Southern jam songs. It’s the kind of music where you 
just nod your head. You're not going a million miles per 
minute.” 

A notable example of the band’s progression is 
“Critical Acclaim,” the album’s opening track and first 
single. Although musically the.song is vintage. Avenged 
Sevenfold, lyrically it appears to have a political bent 
(it criticizes those who speak out against the troops) 


—— 


> 


— 


despite the band’s assertion that it is not a political act. 
According to Christ, however, “Critical Acclaim” wasn’t 
meant to be explicitly political. 

“It’s not about right or left. It’s not about the red 
states or the blue states,” he said. “It’s about the troops, 
and it’s about people overlooking the fact that there are 
18-year-old kids out there who are dying every day, and 
you want to blame George Bush for that.” 

Still, Avenged Sevenfold is focused first and foremost 
on shredding without mercy, which has been the band’s 
mission since forming as a quartet in 1999, when the 
guys were still teenagers. 

The group’s first LP, “Sounding the Seventh Trumpet,” 
was released in 2001. After Gates joined the band as lead 
guitarist that same year, the band’s debut was re-released 
on the Van Nuys-based indie label Hopeless Records. 
Avenged Sevenfold’s current lineup was solidified in 
2002 when Christ joined on bass. 

During those early years, the band built a following 
by playing venues such as Chain Reaction in Anaheim 
along with fellow Orange County bands like Eighteen 
Visions. By the time its second album, “Waking the 
Fallen,” was released in 2003, it had earned a spot on 
the Vans Warped Tour. 

As Avenged Sevenfold continued to tirelessly tour in 
support of the successful “Waking the Fallen,” which 
earned the band legions of new fans, offers from record 
labels began pouring in. Ultimately, the guys decided to 
sign with Warner Bros. Records in 2004. 

“We already had areally strong fanbase, so we were able 
to negotiate a deal that was very, very awesome, where 
we had the creative input and we could do whatever we 
wanted,” Christ said. “So that’s why we ended up going 
with Warner, because they gave us the opportunity to 
have the money to make awesome videos and to play in 
Japan and Thailand, but we still had the freedom to be 
incredibly creative.” 

The band’s first record for Warner, “City of Evil,” hit 
stores in June 2005. Once the Hunter S. Thompson- 
inspired single “Bat.Country”. started. getting airplay on 
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radio and video channels, sales really began to catch fire. 
The group eventually earned a spot on the main stage 
at Ozzfest in 2006 and even won the “Best New Artist” 
award at that year’s MTV Video Music Awards for its 
“Bat Country” video. 

Avenged Sevenfold has been criticized for its gradual 
shift to a more melodic and commercial sound, with 
many claiming that the guys are “sell-outs” who have 
abandoned their roots for mainstream success. However, 
Christ contended that the band is always looking to 
change its sound and Warner has given it the freedom 
to do so. 

“Tt’s 2007. It’s not the day and age where bands 
really can sell out anymore because major labels don’t 
do well anymore,” he said. “When people say that we’ve 
sold out, I just kind of want to be like, ‘I want you to be 
more educated in what that really means,’ because fans 
who have the ‘Deathbat’ tattooed on them don’t say that 
we've sold out. They appreciate the changes that have 
happened because they're growing up, too.” 

The band also remains closely connected to its home 
by keeping in touch with other Orange Country bands 
such as Atreyu, and the guys even still live in Huntington 
Beach. 

“Our roots are firmly entrenched in O.C., and we 
would never turn our backs on O.C.,” Christ said. “We 
love the music, we love the people, we love the women 
from there.” 

Although Avenged Sevenfold plans to tour worldwide 
in support of its new record for the next two years or 
so (which is what it did for “City of Evil”), the band 
ultimately has one goal in mind: longevity. 

“We don’t necessarily want to write music that you'll 
only remember when you hear it on the radio in 20 years 
and you'll be like, ‘Oh, that reminds me of high school,” 
Christ said. “We want to have a new song out on the 
radio at that time that’s going to pump you up. We don’t 
want to sit in the box and be a time capsule. We want 
to be around for a long time. That’s why we’re always 
changing.” 
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Funny man 


has standup comedy and sitcom writing down toa 


science. But for his new film “Bee Movie,” Seinfeld was challenged not only to 
be the voice of the main character, but to help write and produce. Read what 
the comedian has to say about his first major motion picture starring role. 


By Dale Johnson 


It only really takes one word to describe legendary 
standup comic and sitcom star Jerry Seinfeld: funny. 

The word was practically invented for him. Whether 
it is his standup routines, his hilarious TV show, his 
upcoming “Bee Movie” or on the phone when I talked 
to him, Seinfeld just oozes 
humor. 

It doesn’t hurt that his 
sitcom, the aptly named 
“Seinfeld,” was one of the most 
watched shows during the 
majority of its run, and was 
recently named by TV Guide 
as the greatest American 
television program of all time. 

Seinfeld was born and 
raised in New York and cut 
his teeth in the comedy scene 
there. In 1976, he appeared in 
an open mic contest at New 
York City’s Catch a Rising Star. 
From here, Seinfeld went on 
to appearances with Rodney 
Dangerfield and a_ highly 
successful performance on 
“The Tonight Show Starring 
Johnny Carson.” Soon, his 
standup career exploded and 
he was playing sold out shows 
around the country. 

In 1989, Jerry Seinfeld 
teamed up with fellow 
comedian Larry David to create 
a sitcom not based on drama 
and family problems, but 


Jerry Seinfeld 


was on the air until 1998. After the end of the show, 
Seinfeld dove backin tothe field of standup. He continued 
to tour the country and produce hilarious material. 

Until recently, Seinfeld had been absent from major 
motion pictures, but on Nov. 2 his first leading role in a 
film hit theaters. No, it wasn’t a two-hour-long episode of 
“Seinfeld,” but was, of all things, a CGI-rendered movie 
about the life of a bee. 

“Bee Movie,” a project that 
Seinfeld had a huge hand 
in writing, and _ producing, 
chronicles the life of Barry B. 
Benson and the struggles he 
faces as an adult bee. 

Much in the vein of other 
recent CGI films like the “Shrek” 
series, the cartoon isn’t directed 
at one target audience, but, as 
Seinfeld suggests, the humor 
appeals to everyone. 

And while this move has 
left more then a few people 
scratching their heads, one only 
has to think back on Seinfeld’s 
previous work and have faith 
that he can again deliver the 
goods yet again. 

Q: What was it like 
making the transition 
from television, not only 
to a movie, but to a family 
computer-generated 
movie—a cartoon? 

A: It wasn’t a_ transition 
for me in terms of comedy, 
but it was more learning the 


about everyday life. “Seinfeld” photo courtesy of Art Streiber/DreamWorks Animation L.L.C. technology and how that works, 


premiered in 1990 and quickly 
received critical acclaim. Seinfeld and David worked 
heavily together on the writing and production of the 
show. In the show, Seinfeld (playing a fictitious version 
of himself) and his friends shared the perils of waiting in 
line for dinner, dating and being lost in parking structures 
together, among many other everyday events. 

Though the concept seems odd on paper, it clearly 
worked. “Seinfeld” went on to be hugely successful and 
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and learning to speak the language of animation, and 
having people explain to you how these movies are 
made. It took me a couple years to learn how this whole 
system works. So it was a long process of learning that. 
But as far as the comedy, that wasn’t an adjustment for 
me. I do the same kind of ideas and writing that I did 
for the TV show or in my standup. I think the movie has 


the same kind of tone. 
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Q: What joke did you tell or what did you do 
when you realized, “Comedy is going to be what 
I’m going to do for my career?” 

A: It was a joke about being left-handed. I kind of 
wrote this thing up and I told it to these friends of mine 
in a basement when I was at Queens College in New 
York, I think it was 1975. And I wrote this joke up and I 
thought, “This sounds like a comedy routine to me,” and 
I asked them if they thought it was funny. 

And the joke was that when you're left-handed you 
always feel like put down because all things that are left 
are associated with negative ideas—like two left feet, 
left-handed compliment. You go to a party. Where did 
everybody go? They left. 

And that was my first joke. And they all thought that 
was really funny. And I thought, “Hey, maybe I can be 
a comedian.” 

Q: What kind of legacy do you hope that 
Seinfeld will have many years from now? 

A: I just hope people still think it’s funny. I hope it 
doesn’t seem too dated. It already seems a little dated 
to me when you see us with those gigantic cordless 
phones or the cars and clothes always make things 
look weird. 

But I hope that the comedy is still funny years from 
now and that people still get a laugh out of it. That’s all 
I ever wanted from it. 

Q: How much control did you exercise over 
“Bee Movie?” 

A: I get to participate quite a bit. I don’t think there’s 
anything in the movie that I wasn’t involved with from 
the script to the character design, to the editing, to the 
music, to the props, to the lighting and the city, the 
cars, the sound of the cars. 

I mean, I got into everything just because someone’s 
got to do it and someone has to say “OK, this is--it’s like 
a ship and somebody has to be the captain.” Even if 
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Jerry Seinfeld 
and Matthew 
Broderick lend 
their voices to 
"Bee Movie." 
Photo courtesy of 


_John Ciifford 


you're wrong, you got to go “OK, we’re going that way, 
men.” 

And everybody goes “OK, that’s the way.” And even if 
it’s wrong, someone’s got to be the one who cranks the 
wheel. So that was me. 

Q: What do you attribute your success in show 
business to, and what advice do you have for 
aspiring young comic writers? 

A: What do I attribute my success to? I think it’s 
probably just that I just love doing it and so I don’t 
care how much work it takes to do it. And these kinds 
of things always take a lot more work than you realize 
going into it, which is true of most things in life. 

My best advice is don’t be concerned about the low 
rate of success that most things have. You just got to 
keep working at it and keep trying. 

Ive been doing this 31 years and still most of the 
ideas that I have for things don’t work. And you just 
kind of get used to that and keep going until you get the 
ones that do. So the only answer is just keep working 
until you hit the ones that do work. 

“Bee Movie’ is in theaters now. 


Brooks College is now accepting applications 
for dormitory housing, Fall 07 Semester! 


Reserve your space now and save $100 of the $150 nonrefundable application fee! 
(new applicants only) 
Brooks College is less than 2 miles from CSULB campus and offers renovated 
dormitories, Cal State shuttle service, comfortable atmosphere, 24/7 Public Safety! 


Call 800-228-7023 *5556 or email: housing2@brookscollege.edu to reserve your spot today! 
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The Spani 


sh rock band Zoé is up for three awards at the Latin 


Grammys on Nov. 8, and is trying to prove that music rocks in any 


language. 


By Fernando Romero 


In the unusual yet graceful world of Zoé, there exists a 
beautiful fusion of grunge and Britpop, where punk and 
a pinch of synth-pop live in harmony and the dichotomy 
of English and Spanish lyricism reside amicably. 

Z0é, the rock en espanol band, is highly regarded as 
one of the most influential and innovative rock groups in 
Latin America. 

Formed in the mid ’90s, the quintet comprised of 
Leon Larregui (guitar and vocals), Rodrigo Guardiola 
(drums), Sergio Acosta (guitar), Jesus Baez (keyboards) 
and Angel Mosqueda (bass) has awaited the appraisal 
and recognition of critics and fans alike for more than 
a decade. The group has adapted to the passage of time, 
incorporating the death of grunge and the influence of 
Britpop styling, to offer a sonic adventure that is difficult 
to find amongst other contemporary rock groups. 

“Memo Rex Commander y el Corazon Atomico de la 
Via Lactea” was released on July 12, 2006. The album 
reached the top spot on the Mexican charts and received 
gold status after tallying more than 40,000 units in sales 
within a month. 

The band has been nominated for three Grammys 
at the 8th annual Latin Grammy awards show. It was 
nominated for Best Alternative Music Album for “Memo 
Rex Commander Y El Corazon Atomico De La Via 
Lactea,” Best Alternative Song for “No Me Destruyas,” 
and Producer Of The Year for Phil Vinall. 

But it wasn’t always blue skies for the rock group as 
it encountered numerous tribulations on its 10-year 
path to rise. It was an anti-climactic rise deemed as 
improbable as it was impossible. Bassist Angel Mosqueda 
enlightened DIG, in his native Spanish, the obstacles the 
band faced in its early days. 

“There were some difficult times,” he said. “But what 
we've learned is to not wait on anybody and to not expect 
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things to come to us. We know that our own destiny rests 
on what we do.” 

In mid-2005, the band signed onto the independent 
record label Noiselab, based in Mexico. The recording of 
“Dead,” which would be the band’s biggest hit until then, 
was made entirely with the band’s own resources. The 
song was included on the EP “The Room,” and sold more 
than 50,000 copies to achieve gold status. 

“Memo Rex...” has since gone platinum. Despite the 
band’s residence at an indie label, the group has seen a 
definite rise of fans. 

“It’s worth mentioning that this album [‘Memo Rex’] 
was the first album to be available to the public in the 
United States,” Mosqueda said. “That influenced a lot in 
the way our fan base grew. But even though our albums 
weren’t available, our fans still managed to get hold of 
our music with use of the Internet or other forms of 
media and thus they were able to know our music.” 

Zoé epitomizes the soul and rhythmic sound of 
Southern California. Its lyrical content is able to 
transcend a world that is everyday becoming more and 
more multilingual. 

“For us, the music speaks for itself. Music is a universal 
language,” Mosqueda said. “Whether it’s in Spanish or 
English or in French, music transcends the barriers of 
languages.” 

Zoé writes mostly in Spanish, with a few tracks in 
English. 

“Zoé is a rock band,” Mosqueda said emphatically. 
“We can listen to Jazz, classical music or Cuban rhythms 
and that will influence and help define our music.” 

After 10 years of making music and fighting the uphill 
battles of label entanglement, Mosqueda says Zoé still 
has the passion it once had at the beginning. 

“Totally. We still have the same will and determination 
of playing our music. The only thing that matters to us is 
that people come see us at our live shows.” 
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Your guide to concerts, on campus events and local happenings 


S 


Women's Soccer 
vs. UCSB @ 
George Allen 
Field, noon 


Men's Water Polo 
vs. Pomona-Pitzer, 
@ Campus Pool, 
noon 


Art Exhibit, @ 
Student Art 
Galleries, FREE 


11 
Baseball 
Scrimmage, @ 
Blair Field, 1 p.m. 


Men's Water 
Polo vs. UCSB, @ 
Campus Pool, 


noon 


18 
Men's Water 
Polo vs. UCLA, 
@ Campus Pool, 
noon 


Baseball 
Scrimmage, @ 
Blair Field, 1 p.m. 


M 


Women’s 
Basketball vs. Team 
Concept (Exh.), @ 
Walter Pyramid, 7 
p.m. 


New Music 
Ensemble, Gerald 
Daniel Recital Halll, 
8 p.m., $10/$7 


T 


Baseball 
Scrimmage, @ 
Campus Field, 2 
p.m. 


Wind Quintet/ 
Brass Quintet, 
Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall, 8 
p.m., $10/$7 


129 


Baseball 
Scrimmage, @ 
Blair Field, 1 p.m. 


Social Distortion, 
@ House of Blues 
Anaheim, 7:30 
p.m. 


26 


4 Composers 


Glory 


| Guild Concert, 


@ Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall, 8 
p.m. 


Woodwind 
Chamber 
Ensemble, @ 
Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall, 8 
p.m. 


Senses Fail, @ 
The Glass House 
Pomona 6 p.m. 


27 
Anti-Flag, @ The 
Glass House 
Pomona, 7 p.m. 


Ww 


14 
Fall Concert, @ 
Knoebel Theater, 
8 p.m. 


21 
Women's 
Volleyball vs. 
Temple, @ Walter 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. 


New Found Glory, 


@ The Glass House 


Pomona, 6 p.m. 


28 
String Chamber 
Concert, @ 
Gerald Daniel 


Recital Hall, 8 pm 
Straylight Run, @ 
The Glass House 
Pomona, 7 p.m. 


T 


Nov. 1 
Collegium 
Musicum, @ 
Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall, 8 
p.m., $10/$7 


Men's Water 
Polo vs. Loyola 
Marymount, @ 
Campus Pool, 7 
p.m. 


Student 

Film Makers 
Showcase, @ 
Directors Guild of 
America, 8 p.m. 


15 
Women's 
Basketball 
vs. Loyola 
Marymount, @ 
Walter Pyramid, 
7 p.m. 


Brass Ensemble, 
@ Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall, 8 
p.m. 


F 


2 
Women's 
Volleyball vs. CS 
Bakersfield, @ 
Walter Pyramid, 
7pm. 


John Barcellona 
@ Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall, 8 
p.m., $10/$7 


Baseball 
Scrimmage, @ 
Blair Field, 6:30 
p.m. 


Women's 
Volleyball vs. UC 
Davis, @ Walter 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. 


Vocal Jazz 
Concert, @ 
University Theater, 
8 p.m. 


16 
Concert Jazz 
Orchestra, @ 
University Theater, 
8 p.m. 


The Intelligent 
Design of Jenny 
Chow, @ Studio 
Theater 


Tiger Army, @ The 
Witten 8 Om., Fri 
& Sat 


23 
Women's 
Volleyball vs. 
Yale, 12 p.m. & 
Pittsburgh, 7 p.m., 
@ Walter Pyramid 


Social Distortion, 
@ House of Blues 
Hollywood, 8 p.m. 


Saxophone 
Ensemble, @ 
Gerald Daniel 


Recital Hall, 8 pm 
The Aquabats, @ 
The Glass House, 
7 p.m. 


S 


Men's Basketball 
vs. San Francisco 
State, @ Walter 
Pyramid, 2:05 p.m. 


Men's Volleyball 
vs. Alumni Match, 
@The Gold Mine, 
TBA 


Brand New, @ The 
Wiltern, 7 p.m. 


10 
Men's Basketball 
vs. Brigham 
Young, @ Walter 
Pyramid, 2:05 p.m. 


Women's 
Volleyball vs. 
Pacific, @ Walter 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. 


17 
Men's Basketball 
vs. Idaho State, @ 
Walter Pyramid, 
4:05 p.m. 


Opera 
Masterpieces, 

@ Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall, 8 pm 


24 
Women's 
Volleyball vs. 
Florida, @ Walter 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. 


GWAR, @ The 
Glass House 
Pomona, 7 p.m. 
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Tony Baxter’s CSULB art portfolio got 
him in the door at Disney. Now, he is 
the vice president of creative devel- 
opment and is in charge of keeping 
the happiest place on Earth happy. 


By Matthew Wilkinson 


Imagineering is the CIA of Disney. It’s no wonder why 
they are so secretive about this department, it is literally 
the “think tank” of every Disney theme park. It is here 
that “Imagineers” (engineers with imagination) come up 
with the ideas for shows, rides and attractions for all the 
Disney parks in the world. 

Working in this office is the ultimate honor for Disney 
cast members, and as far as hierarchy goes, Cal State 
Long Beach alumnus Tony Baxter is near the top. He is 
the vice president of creative development for Disney 
Imagineering. He is a top idea guy. When Disney needs 
an idea for something, they go to him. It’s a huge job 
and responsibility for Baxter, and, like most things at 
Disney, it started off with a dream. 

“T went to Disneyland for the first time sometime 
during the first year it opened,” Baxter said. “It wasn’t 
at the start of the summer because my parents were very 
adverse to crowds. Walt had done an amazing job on the 
television of ramping up for it, so I was more than ready 
to go. It was probably sometime during the fall that I got 
there, and it changed my life.” 

Baxter became Disney-obsessed, and it stuck with him 
through the years. When it came time for him to go to 
college, he went to Cal Poly Pomona to study landscape 
architecture. While there, he took a random art class 
for an elective. For a project, he sketched a dark ride (a 
slow-moving ride through the dark like you would see in 
Fantasyland) based on the film “Mary Poppins.” His art 
professor saw his work, and told Baxter he didn’t belong 
there. He should be in art school. 

So Baxter transferred to Cal State Long Beach and 
© started studying art and theater design. He studied 
’ under Dr. Maxine Merlino, who let him negotiate 
his assignments to be related to Disney. Baxter was 
studying in the “Woodstock era” of the late ’60s, so the 
art department was a pretty hip place to be. 
> “J liked the ambience of [CSULB], especially the art 

department,” Baxter said. “It was very loose at that time. 
I liked that part of the era. I liked the fact that you could 
> sleep overnight in the printmaking department and 
it wasn’t like security would be around or anything. It 
had a ‘do your own thing’ attitude, but I also craved the 
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discipline and I got it.” 

It was while studying art here that Baxter got his first 
job at Disneyland. He was hired in foods, and supported 
himself by scooping ice cream in Carnation Plaza 
Gardens on Main Street. It was at this location that he 
had his first encounter with Walt Disney. 

“There was a day at the ice cream stand where I worked 
at when he was supposed to come visit us,” Baxter said. 
“So we were all working diligently and nobody took any 
breaks because they didn’t want to go away. I wanted to 
tell him, ‘We really need to hire more people because we 
don’t have enough people here to staff all these windows 
and we're not giving breaks to do it,’ so I would look really 
good. I had it all mapped out. Then he came around. I 
had imagined him saying, ‘Well, how are things going 
here today?’ and he said something that was so close to 
that that it was almost like a déja vu. I just went ‘Fine. 
Everything’s fine,’ because I was just so in awe of him 
being there in person.” 

Dr. Merlino let Baxter design a Disney attraction 
instead of an opera for his senior project. A determined 
Baxter bought a share of stock so he could receive and 
dissect Disney’s annual report. He saw Disney was going 
to release a movie called “Island at the Top of the World,” 
and designed a ride based on that. 

That project was the center of his portfolio when he 
interviewed at Imagineering. It was a combination of 
that project and a machine he made out of walnut wood 
with pinwheels and towers that had ball bearings roll 
down it that landed him the job. 

Baxter has been at Imagineering ever since, and is 
responsible for attractions like Big Thunder Mountain 
Railroad, Splash Mountain, Indiana Jones Adventure: 
Temple of the Forbidden Eye and the brand new Finding 
Nemo Submarine Voyage. He acknowledges that he uses 
his theater design degree everyday. 

“Everything we do is really theater. It’s a theater 
you get to walk through and experience,” Baxter said. 
“I often tell people that we do theater in a landscaped 
environment using architecture as the tool. I had one 
year of architecture, a year and a half of landscaping and 
about two and a half years of theater design. It’s like a 
triathlon. I’m an Ironman.” 


©. 4, 


, ww 
i SN 
SN) aa be 

cos” eRe 


Day 


san Francisco is a big cit 
are also light on 


are must-sees 


By Brigid McGuire < 


u don’t have to break 
* the bank or travel to 
tn an exotic location to 


have an amazing vacation. 
There are many places in 
California to visit that are 
cheap, interesting, full of 
culture and can be seen in 
one jam-packed weekend. 

One city that has lots 
of history, tons of things 
to do and is easy to get to 
is the beautiful city by the 
bay: San Francisco. I had 
never been to San Fran and 
really needed a vacation. 
I decided I couldn’t wait 
for Thanksgiving break, 
so Lauren Williams and I 
packed up our backpacks and 
headed out for one amazing 
weekend in the bay. 

Flying can be cheap, but 
you have to plan early to 
catch the hot deals. You can 
fly into the San Francisco 
Airport or the Oakland 
Airport. Both cities have 
railway stops on the Bay 
Area Rapid Transit system 
or BART. A one way ticket 
to downtown San Francisco 
from the SFO Airport is only a few dollars. 

Hotels can be pricey as well, butyou’reastudent, solook 
up all of the cheap hostels. We stayed at the Amsterdam 
Hostel, which was a few blocks from Union Square and 
was only $23 a night. We did share a room with a few 
other girls, but that just enhanced the experience and 
gave us a chance to meet students from other parts of the 
world. These rooms weren’t fancy, but they were clean, 
safe and included a free waffle breakfast. 

I did a lot of research into my hostel before I booked 
it, which I strongly recommend. Look up the most recent 
feedback online, and look up the location of the hostel. 
As soon as you find your hostel, book it ASAP. You don’t 
want to be stuck without a place to stay. 

Staying so close to Union Square was great because 
most of the major bus lines run through Powell Station, 
and there’s some amazing shopping that any California 


Nts, 


that 


% 


“vixen 


earn which areas 
the wallet. 


gal would die for. 

There’s always something 
going on, usually for free, 
in this ultra-hip city. We 
caught some ofthe Bluegrass 
Festival in Golden Gate 
Park, and the Blue Angels 
were in town because it was 
Fleet Week. The Blue Angels’ 
F-16s were the daredevils of 
the sky, and you could see 
and hear them from almost 
any place in the city. 

The second day we headed 
over to the Museum of 
Modern Art, which had many 
great exhibits, including 
works by Diego Rivera, 
Picasso, Andy Warhol and 
other famous 20th century 
artists. Student tickets were 
only $7, so don’t forget your 
ID or else the price jumps 
up to around $12. 

All city buses were only 
$1.50, and with a transfer 
you could ride the bus all 
day. The world famous 
cable cars were a staggering 
$5 one way or $11 all day. 
These cars only go to a few 
places in the city and most 
of those places you could 
already get to via the bus, 
so unless you really want the entire experience, you can 
easily skip it. 

We headed over to Haight and Ashbury, where there’s 
enough vintage clothing stores to fulfill every hipster’s 
dreams. There were a lot of decently priced restaurants 
on this street as well. 

The last day we were in town, we took a bus to the 
famous Fisherman’s Wharf and Pier 39. I know this was 
the totally touristy thing to do, but I have never been so 
cut me some slack. We checked out the cute seal lions, 
watched the local vendors make clam chowder and 
walked along the wharf. 

I can honestly say this was one of the best weekends of 
my life. I saw a lot of amazing things and got to share it 
with two of my best friends. The best advice I can give is 
to be prepared, plan ahead and be up for anything! 
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Located in the : , =a STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 8:30AM 9PM © SUN 9AM - 9PM SERVICE HOURS: MON - FRI 7AM - 7PM © SAT BAM -6PM « SUN CLOSED 
Target/Trader Joe's Center ALL ADVERTISED PRICES EXCLUDE GOVERNMENT FEES AND TAXES, ANY FINANCE CHARGES, ANY DEALER DOCUMENT PREPARATION 
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To campus, to home, or to work. Shopping in Belmont Shore. Downtown with friends. Wherever you’re headed, 
the busis the best ride in town. Itruns early mornings to late nights, and the routes cover the city. It’s environmentally 


smart. With your Day Pass or Student Monthly Pass — and no parking fees — it beats the high cost of driving. 


Want to get conn d? ¢ k us out at www.ibtransit.com ° 
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